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paceal sapien with enaae Troops 
Letter from the GCMA Coamandar to the Ceommandiny Colonel of Zao ee 
Autoncneus Zene) | 
Hanoi, 25 Serternder 1952 
Colonel, 

Oa cy retum to Hanoi I am sending you this personal letter whicn has the 
edvantege of being faster than an official document, and which is intended to re- 
port on the conversation | had with you by snatches ceaays. | 

The origin of all the misuncderstendings between ZANO and the GCHA in the 
That country is a lack of communication and coordination in efforts, which it is 
very difficult te correct in view of the current sttistion and our resources. 

However, it is extremely urgent that the CCMA and the ZANO uaits work on a 
well-established and coordinated plan, g0 that the resources of ede can be used 
to obtain the best results. 

The absence of a GCMA officer, who would be your technical aid for all GCA 
operations in your zonemeans that you are not informed on activities except 


by second-hand, by your sector cowwanders or by the General, whose technical aide 


1 am in Tonkin. 


L am not able to send you a CCMA officer who woula concentrate all questions 


of interest to ZANO, and who would ccnstantly keep you up to date ca its activi~ 
ties; this is only for lack of resources. 

Therefore, to remedy tnis inconvenience, L propose the following solution 
to you. 

1 am thinking of drawing up a rather detailed report of the Hundreds in 
the Thai country for your next visit, which will particularly specify: thelr 


current situation, their resources, thelr possibilities and their general 


missions. 
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Oace this is drawn up and accauit is taken of che situaticn of the sectors 


ance their possibilities, it will be possible to jcintly establish a progras. of 


action for the Hundreds, which should also supplerentr the activities conducted 
eo ae sector units. . 

In this way there will no longer te any encroachment of authoxity, but a 
logical complement for the missions devolving on each. 

A copy of the reports on the Humdreds will be sent to vou through me every 
month, and this will allow eeu follow their development and evolution, fe to 
intervene when you think it useful, either to modify their mission or to give 
them a new orientation as a function of the situation. 

I think this is the only way we can develop a clear and simple progra: of 


action, capable of preducing the maximun. 


R. Trinquier. 
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An UReere round Mission 
Report oO) the Wise ton of Sargeants Bourdon enc Latdouin, 16 Octoler 1952 to 
13 November 1952 
16 Octovcr 
Departure £rom Than Uyen at 7 cu. toward Ho Miv. Arrival at Maloutcral 
in the evening. 
17 October 


Departure at 7 a.m. Day without incidents, Arrival near Yen 


oo | 
43 


mg. 
18 October 

‘Departuze at 7? a.m. R.4.S. (expansion imbknow). Arrived at Siao Mi Tl 
in the beginning of the afternoon. We were very vell received by the village 
chief. he had three days of rice cocked for us, which too« va the rest of the day. 
We spent the night in the village. 
19 Octover ; 

| Departure at] a.m. - Toward cicottbas Hea valley. Keout 2 pein. we left the 

path end took a position on a point overlocking the Sak 

We vent gomuone to get intelligence in the valley. 

He will not return until Monday the 20th, forcing us to fipend the night here. 


20 Octobler 


When we rore we discovered Chapa and had very extended views toward Fan Si 


Return of the scout in the mormming. He gave us the following intelligence: 

a) It will take four days fron where we are to get on the road for Chapa by 
the route anticipated when leaving Than Uyen. | 

b) The presence of the canton chief of Giang Ta Tchay. 

c) Presence of a Viet treop and a police commissar at Mcny Hoa. 

d) fe ta possible that the Chapa Viet Minh will descend tnto the valley for 
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political activities. We decided to maxe raids the follewing night, 2-21, in the 
order: 

1. Canton chief. 

2. Viet treop. 

3. Chapa Viet Minh. 

The men were informed of the mission and of its manner of execution. Signals 
for dispersion and regrouping were given. 

In the afterncon a Dakota flew byer us Several times. 

6:30 p.m. Departure from our position toward Giang Ta Tchay. 

9:30 p.m. We were in the valley near the river. We stopped as expected and 
stayed in place until 10:45 p.m. 


10:45. We again advanced. We crossed the river on a large suspension bridge 


and cortinued in the direction of the canton chief's home (an tsoleted hcuse), which 


we reached around midnight. There the two groups divided so as to arrive from each 


direction. Upon our approach the dogs began to bark, and wher we reached the inside, 
it was empty. We found several papers end shells. After five ninutes of searching, 
we decided not to delay and to head for the second objective, i.e., Mong Hoa, on the 
other side-of the river. On the way we were co check a small house where there 
sometimes were Viet troops. 

We took the main path rising toward Chapa. About 1 a.m. we were near the 
house. The chief of the first group headed for the spot with a light team; on their 
approach a dog barked. An armed Viet Minh opened the coor and saw the team. The. 
chief of the group cpened fire. Two Viet Minh were killed. It is probable that 
others succeeded in fleeing. Two rifles were found beside the bodies. The house 
telongs to a civilian, a friend of the Viet Hinh, who was there. ho paper was 
fc._1d and no intelligence. We decided to continue toward Siao Mi Ti. 


256 


‘s oe ' 
en ae te) ten Cee eS 2 Oe ee em et IB RL ote tee 8 8 Oe Be Fo 8 Oe owe gg 68 3 hs On ORR ee. 0 Hw 0! Oe 2 8 8? edhe ee ee ee ee ee oe. eae - 


We crossed the river again and avoided Meng Eos. We were fired on from the 


other bank. We marched the rest of the night end reached Siazo Mi Ti at the begin- 


3 


ing of the moming. We always received a very good Gelcome From the village chief, 
whe had a day's supply of rice brought to wee ane refused to accept payment. We 
left him some salt. 
21 Octcber 

We left Siao Mi Ti ane passed by Yen Tang. We spent the night in the forest 
between Siao Mi Ti and Yer Tang. 4 pakees flew over us several times. On this 
occasion we put out the marker and lighted a szoke pot. 
22 October 


We departed at 7 a.m. We reached Ma Lou Tchay around & p.m. We found two 


partisans from the Eundred, who informed us that Than Uyern no longer existed, that 


. 


the Europeans were evacuated to Eanol by aixolane and that. the snipers had gone 


din the direction of Mong Gang. We continued in the direction o£ Ho Khoa, where we 


4 


had the intelligence confirmed by che wife of a partisen. We spent the night 


tds 


inside the village. 


23 Octeber 


Wher we awoke, We sent a messenger to the village. (He was never to returm). 
We traveled along a ridge of tiger grass, which allewed us to be more or less 


‘ -@ 
hidden from view from the ground, but to be very open to the air. The partisan, 


named Le, told us that most of the partisans wanted to reach Son La, while others 


wanted to retum to their villages. 


5 pem. We decided to set free those who wanted it. We had had no food since 


The night before the inhabitants of Ho Mit had refused to give us rice. 


morning. 
6 p.m. lustering of ams; the partisans left us. 


. a ») te + 
6:15 pea. A Dakota flew over us. iia put out the marker and the smoke pot, 


but the airplene only mace one pass. 
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Disassenbly and destruction of the armament of the aucatatiee: whicn will 
be unrecoveratle. We kepe two partisans with us, each armed with en automatic 
pistol. We left the place and went toward : railroad hut to spené the night. 
Friday, 24 October ” 

Toward midnight we set out for Ho Khoa. On the way we found an old man who 
was very willing to guide us. The path is scarcely visible. We spent the night 
in the forest. | 
Saturday, 25 Octobcr 

We continued our journey and, while going throvgh a pass, a partisen aban- 
doned us because the path was guarded by some Du Kich, and we had ocspide up. 
The second partisan, Li A Fao, met us in the evening at his home, where we had 
cone to take refuge. | 
Sunday, 26 October 

| On the vequest of the pareats of Li A eae set out in the afternoon for 
Lang Can, seh with a week's supply of tee: Ve vaachaa thie vatiane St ntEne: 
Pao proposed to go scout the passage through the village. We waited for him for 
the rest of the night, but he did not return. Reconnaissance in the village did 
not teach us anything. 
Monday, 27 bcteber 
--  +We decided to-go back to the partisan's home at Ho Khoa. Vhen we arrived 
near the house, three men ran away. We did not find Pao, but everything suggested 
that he had returned to his home. In the evening his mother, who had stayed alone, 
left us and carried away her bedding. We knew that four Du Kich were in the 


vicinity. We spent the night hidéen in the house. 


Tuesday, 28 October 


4 a.m. We departed in the direction of Lang Can, which we went through. 
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Beyond this villa:e we were chased by five Du Kich. We headed for Naa Khen. After 


the river had been crossed, only two Du Kich followed us. We cid not want to fire 


er 


for fear there might be some in front of us. We hid in a straw field. They 
passed by and ceme back an hour later. We had kept them in view, and they were 
looking for us. We continued our journey. We spent the night on a ‘etl in the 
Straw field. | : 
Wednesday, 29 October 

We left in the direction of Mam Khen. ‘We passed through the village and spent 
the night in an abandoned, iscliated house. 
Thursday’, 30 October | 


We looked for our path toward Nam Mong. We spent the night in the forest. 


We reached the village where a brave Meo offered us a meal of hot rice. After this 


_Yepid breakfast, we concinued tevard Nam Ma. We passed through it. We spent the 


night in an teouated house. 
Saturdey, 1 November 

We departed in the direction of Khe Co Mi. We were not pursued any longer, 
but we were bare-focted. We made ourselves some shoes with strips cut from tent- 
cloth. We entered the village without being able to avoid it, Having been 
spotted, we decided to enter é@ house in order to cat. The inhabitants were Mens. 


We got some cocked rice to carry away in a piece of cloth.* We ate a litcfe on the 


spot. 


Three men came in and greeted us, presenting ug with a paper (Viet Nam Doc 


Lap) (1) [Translator's note: This looks as if it should be a footnote, but there 


is none! and inviting us to smoke the waterpipe. These were Du Kich who took us 


for Eurcoean Viet Minh. We left them quite rapidly with < show of friencly signs. 


4 ’ aie ouyesn n n -~ e We 2 
They appeared surprisea at our ebcupt departure. We continued on a good path the 


but cur path ended at a ratiroad. A Man led us en the goed 


region is rich in rice, 
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Yho Co Mi.° He’ also teok us for Vier Minh. 
We passed Khe Co Mi without being spetted, and reached the Ban Nhun river. 
We hid ourselves and waited for night to pass the ford and the village, 


30:30 p.m. Moonlit. We passed the river. We did not find the path. We 


heard voices in the village. We crossed a bamboo fence. On the other side a peth 


yan along the fance. “We tock it so as to circumvent the village. At eens end of a 


very short disteace, we were whistled at and hic in some brush. A Viet Minh armed 


with a rifle looked fer us, saw us and pointed his weapon in our ¢irection. 


Bourdon jumped on hin, disarmed him and stretched him out on the ground, while 


Baudoin prevented hin from sounding the alarm. He looked for his Jmife and slit 


his throat. The Viet died without an outcry. We hid the body and left again. We 
passed by a branch of the river where a large number of paddy mills were operating. 

Me came out at a place 208 SaW on our right a row qUSEEGE?: A eccen® 
sentinel was nErEs ‘crouched ehore to. a fire with several other people -Ghe were 
meer We edicee our weapons in the shoulder straps. “they did not soseetn is. | 
Thus we went through the sleeping camp. We fom ourselves again on the Lao Kay 
path (many tracke in the direction of Lao Kay). We left it after about three kilo- 
meters to go in the direction of the Red River. a 

It would take us four days to reach it. We ate what rice was left. We were 
getting week. 
Sunday, 2 November 

Nothing. 
Monday, 3 Hovember 

Still in the brush. 
Tuesday, 4 

We ate soxe banana tree hearts. 
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Vednesday, 5 
Seme reeds. 
Thursday, 6 


We finally reached the River. 


We made a reft out of bambco with serachute slings which we had previously 


saved. 

At 8 p.m. we put our raft into the water and shoved off. After several hours, 
which seemed interminable to us, we were forced to stop. We were cold and wet. 
Saturdzy, 8 November 

We spent the day hidden on the sice of the river. in the evening we left 
again. We passed through some rapids, and our raft overtumed. We persisted a 
little longer than the first night, but we were forced to stop bacause the cold 
kept us from coving at all. | | | a 
Sundsy, 9 November 

We spent the day hidden in the reeds. We were getting hungrler and hungrier. 
Our strength was diminishing. In the evening we resumed our descent on the raft. 
In the moming we stopped and hid our reft. 

Monday, 10 Noventer 

We spent the Gay hidden. In the evening we left at 10 p.m. to paddle, At 
dawn we heard the noise of a motorbike-type engine and occasionally a stronger 
engine. The noise stopped at daybreak. 

Tuesdey, 1] November 

We stayed hidden all day. Some troops cane to nachinegun and bombard a 
little below us. 

In the evening at departure tine ~2 coule not find the reft. Fortunately 
the paddle which we had hidcen separately was still there. We tcok a fisherman's 
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bamboo boat, which was tied up, and Gee off wzain. - We reached-Yen Bay; but did not 
know it until later. There was a great ceal of animation cn both enue which were 
lit by torches. The moter we had heard in the noming was the engine of a farryboat 
which was on the right bank when we passed it. A truck relled onto it with its 
heedlishts lit. On the left bank another truck was going aay. Wounded were being 
transported on both banks. There was a sage deal of noise; a lot -of women's voices. 
On the river a barge loaded with dead and nandled by women passed close to us. For 
about three hours of our descent the animation remained the same on the two banks, 
which were always lighted, us were the villages. Several times twe or three men, 
who appeared responsible for studying departures upstream, stopped us. -We made 
believe we were deaf; finally only fires about a kilometer apart were visible. 
These heavily loaded vessels had two or three men or women. By 5 a.m. we had 
passed about 200 or 300 of them. We stopped at dawn. 
Wednesday ae Novemb er | 

“We stayed hidden all day. We found sone radishes which we ate in a hurry. 
Some B-26's ceme to bombard from nooa to evening. We left egain in the evening. 
We took alone some radishes and some sugar cane. There was no movement on the 
river, except for fishing boats. Rowiig seca more ee painf:.. The current 
fas sioa "iis akonned eden: | | | 
Thursday, 13 November 

We found an abandoned house of the type used for quarters. individual holes 

bordered the river. We decided to scout the area. On the ground we noted tracks of 
brush shoes. We got on the dike and saw caterpillar and tire tracks. Five minutes 
later we heard bursts of a 12.7 and vehicle engines. Nu “onger able to walk, we 
decided to take to the river again and follow the left bank. About 45 minutes later 
we saw some smoke. We stopped after 200 meters and cebarked. We saw two snipers 
who told us that they belonged to the 7th Company of the 2nd Muong. We were very 
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well received by the Captain commanding the wiit, who sent a message for us 


to the command post. In .the eveniny wa were directed to the command post cf the 


3rd Composite Growp, and interregeted by the intelligence officer. We spent the 


~ 


night at the listening post. 


Friday, 14 November 


We were sent to the ctmmand post of the FINV (North Vietnam Growmd Forces) 


et Hanoi. 


‘$.P. 73428, 24 November 1952, 


Signed: Baudoin. 
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new Vietnamese units confidence in their offensive spirit at the ery Secens 
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4 


when they nave bean receiving ruca olews in the Bui-Chu region. 
"Lo Monde", 6 Octeber 125% 
The Lao Kay Highway Bridge is Destroyed by Vietnanese Parachutist: 

What were the objectives of the Vietnamese narachutlet rai¢e on 4% Kay? 
Yesterday it could have been believed that 4t was a matter of a ginpis “coming and 
going" raid. The Freach Command hac incicated and ennounced that “22 ;azachutists 
were. turning toward the Delta. Miotiiine ‘cana of it and, even if this force assault 
on Saturday had not been able to surprise the Viet Minh who repulce?s it, it was 
different for another atteck which supposedly took place yesterdzy, 

Reorgenized 4n the hills with the heip of the Meo mountaineers, 244 Dara~ 
chutists sowed confusion among the eneny, who believed them to be revveating. 
Penetrating into the center of Coc Leu, they went as far as the higivey bridge 
which is uaed by the food convoys coning from China, and they blew fs up under — 
massive Sie SUPport. According to, soma information the bricge, aca ~sters* long, 
could uot be revaired for several weeks. 


According to a Reuter dispatch, the Vietnamese Commendo woulé row return 


ao ae OP 


"eo its buses" acrusa the mountains. The United Press affine lesz ntzht, on the 


contrary, chet " according to the latest news the commandes are holdf{az the position 


they took deepite quick communist reaction". 
In the Delta of the Red Rivex the Victnanese units remain the favorite tar- 


get of the Vict Minh. At dawn on Tuesday, after having harassed ayeut 29 posts, 


the enemy succeeded in taking one of them south of Colenial Route o, senol@ 


Haiphong, during the very night whea the operation Brochet took place, Thirty Ben 


from the suall Vietnazese unit which occupied the post were able to r2icin our 


position. 


no 
wd 
bo 


Pah i io On IT hi dad iaks® SNA PSD AEA CALA BAL EAS SEEM I88 00S 8a OPER IED, CIEE THE 


é 


a 


SETS 


SET INS 





x 
: 
: 
4 
ie 
A * 
j 
H 
j 
4 
a 


tLe 
QYy3 JO souz( IANO OF UINJET C42 493 apes o2 A22g5930u SF AFT ‘gadus DoURTeW 2 
dn meap oj aopao uy ‘femsuy seqopancogzed ouy Bupuipoup ‘steyoeqqe ey Jo {Te 03 
zo suesqtqied FeyL oy} 02 ATUO soptdde w1eq sfyy rsyzAcys kyPosss You seop yo edstp 
SUL *pepuTomK 912K ySLOIYSFJ pimoargiapimm,, ayy jo anozZ to sexy A[Tuo SfAoue*y 3ss2lig 
—d0U71g 9} 03 Buppzoody = AAT OY A19A uVeq 2Avy OF pasoddns Jou sie SeEsoy 
‘uoTjonzysep jo MMapxva 
auq paonporad pue sinoy soAyy 203 NST 309 Acna00 03 pogeuen osTe sayy «Aapuns 
vo YSeRIe APFIYI poansetotdood uyuqunen TPOoT Fya 59 dysy oy. uypAt pus padnor3 
-sx fdup ‘aspadans Aq o70aada 202 pines grpyoeqae sya pue AToIeTpenap pejover 
sdoo14 Sit SpoOUupery TTI se YOU € s(euopser,, kq zo2u0T ou pus ‘, sreqnge2 , 
Ag p2pien3 sjodep 937 sey YUEN IATA aya ‘apezze ucg Buey ayy soUTS *29A90MOF] 
“ns 
20) pue Aoy oT poqued ‘Ai0g Fiza] essuTyO B14 Suppyoae 68 ,97-qg UeI BLA sees sy AY 
‘way paTURduO DOr uo pus QyYVAIIFY Jacdsuv1zy 3ua Aq psddoazp sqmog eyous Jo UoFII9} 
~o2d au elu nay 909 payorgae Ayaqeppeany saspanyorszed 3y3 SLBATY poy wi Jo yurg 
QURTZ 7 7 bo cure & 7e paddoap :payonzysuooe7 aq ued Jeqwod Vy moy SF STUL 
aay} paupTof srs.uzequMoW TeYL pszpuny [e19AVs 
‘uopIeUACJUF Yes 0 Jufpso099e Sgey2 ana] SF ay ° at saatzoefgo ey2 PFITUFT 
MOU SMOYS PFEA MY UT pedndua sdoo7, ssorrwm ofA AZTNAZVI JO AzVvquau TjTeUws cys 


‘sdnord TTS UT SSUTT AMO LTeBer AdU pTNom Weyy pepuewwos our 


. 


JuURUrINGTT BY pu ome; ' 03). gp Je4R pezeofFpuy A4ouy fseaoons B sen sey oe} 
CD UVR Dag Qeyp Ver a3 se ak peszeTIep PUBTEOT YOUDAT vu 1L9Z upauseyuds y 
sspvoty e@ AER ORY bo Cchicic 3 BY} SIBPFSUID JJ2Ig Tes9uUaH ssowuPazofpA-Ooverd OUL 
Sen, 440th o LS PPBOR FL, 
-youg fazus ayi SuTAztip 
UP Psp. TH.  €Saselt BP1IAGS prras Ns wreayy Jo vug *SUOTTeIIe  UENH<YURN,, 
aStueUya} IPL wya ASUTEDE PRNUpIveD sydeAIE Toes KYO-FA Fu UZ 


Sa’ reo 


Spl eye arte te 


ow 


eo Teme Te Dt weer we ee 
ete each ete we Pen 
. . @4 ' e t . . 

“* Phar i see - 


se 8 


yen: 


Ron Ct 
wd toe 


Pe Sone Se 
Pa ee ee ee er ee 


~ ST ole ge 
a ree ee 2 
Cer et I Ot 


oe : 
oast & 


) 


. fF, 
FL Anema ao. 


a ore we ore 
ar) 


t 


Lee 


> 


a 


a 

‘ ’ 
st et 
ar Dares 


soe 
° 
L} 
. 
ta 


e . ¢ - 
oer) oe 
aera een yy, 
ave ™® 
oh 8 Fm mw 


wn Me 8 


Pe ke 
roan , . 


Pet veew 
\  ®, sf 
as is ee 

stand oF io” oh oe 


* 
¥ 
2 
he 


or 


obo 


id ~~ eo 7 
OME ee em 
” eee yt 

a. a ce 


‘ _ 


we ay 
SLOOP 


ao 


“Ay 


Pr a oe P< ed 


2 
. 
a 2 @ @ 


a ~, 


cs 


~ 
res 
+ 


Mee Pe Ae wt 


SASS De 


Jew! 


. 
Le 


nd 


. - a tt 


TASS or OEP EN Te ee OT 


rc 


ie Se 


patachutists who will have to make their way through the Viet Minh zone. 
In the Bui-CGhe sector, the Red River Delta, the situaticn continues to 


preceeupy the Command. It is know that chis region had been entrustsd to new 


Vietnamese battalions who widerwent repeatec-attacks by the Viet Minh. The 


latter has been able to bring up new reinforcements and new has several betta- 


lions available in a sector which our troops had liberated curing, the operation 


i 


+ 


Sareataise’. It now appears that the French General Staff, after succeeding jn 


La 


eliminating the “stain” of Hung-Yen, will be epliged to mount avnew eperation to 
vatake control of the bui-Chu region. 


"Le Monde", 9 October 1953 
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cextifieates, and in sarticular these who have already served in the Gil or th 


Aas 
vos 


from the llth shock unit, te assigned to me. At the present time those coming 


from the Lith shock usit or the ferter GCA nembers are not being assigned to me 


~<_ 


en the pretext that Ll have reachec my juota of parachutists. We are counting on 
you for this problem. 

You must have recerved wy cuarterly report. 

At first IL was ¢igsappolnted because none of those supposed to receive it 
spoke to me about it. It took a ee reach General Navarre. Dut as soon as ne 
learned of it, the result was very clear; everything that I asked for has been 
granted to ne: 

Credits for 30 supplementary cenpanies of auxiliarics, and 

I am going to receive ten officers and 20 noncomnissicned officers in 
addition, which will bring my table of orgenization to 83 officers plus 
two native officers end 214 noncommissioned officers. 

i heve esteblished a very detailed plan (appendix) to use these — ee 

So you see that the shop is solidly established now. It counts and wilt count 


more and more. Acter a short time we will be one of the best trumps of the Corman- 
der-in-Chief. 

Finally I em surprised that you have not replied to my two last personal 
letters on the subject of my request te coe back here after a furlough, the length 
of which is to be deterained. 

Actually my norcal tour ences in Mey. Therefore it is necessary for me anc 
for the GMI for me to be assigned. The personnel established by Grall and by my- 
self, all of the old valuable men, will retur. They ere the brains of the 
shop which must be replaced. New ones must be chosen if we want the shop to 
prosper. bhhat we are setting et the present tine are only stopgaps. If have 2 
whole mina of peopic in my former Ind ECCF team who adapt easily and who would 
certainly ccue 4£ Ll asked them. “ost of ther have come beck to the AOF (expansion 


u 275 


